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FROM THE PASTOR

My Dear Family in Christ,

In the wake of the Thomas Fire and Montecito Mudslides and Debris Flow,

a phrase keeps rolling around in m y head: resurrection is real.  Resurrection is
real . If we lived on a globe where there was no death or suffering  or pain,
resurrection wouldndt make much sendie.
But as it is, in the midst of this poor old broken world, we need resurrection very much. It is vital,
and it is real.

We know resurrection by our experience. We see others ( and ourselves!) down for the count, and

then Godds grace intervenes, oOr a prayer i s answer e
dramatically. W e rise up again, dust ourselves off, and move forward with more confidence and

strength than we had before. We have experienced resurrection. It is real.

The church has been saying as much for 2000 years! Ever since Jesus led an exemplary life of

love and forgiveness, died on a cross, and was considered by most to be dead and gone forever,

his faithful followers have said, O0NoO. He hea abides !
in our hearts and soul kim HOrigen mdeedb WI dndt hol d

And when we arrive here on Easter morning, we will agree. Fascinating that Easter Sunday falls on

April Fool 6s Day this year, isndt inot?thaMdbneetcruetjekais t
being played on us! Indeed, many modern critics thin k it foolish that we place our trust in a
Jewi sh carpenter who | ived and ministered two th

say thatifyouknew hi m! 6 Hi s c¢ ohismsights ihis sense of justice, his knowledge of God
are all alive and well today. Resurrection is real. We know it because we see a living example of it
every day in Jesus.

The church i s al so a leitvhiincg owi tl mevses ttoad alye s UAsSO wi t
kindness and concern. We vigorously fight for what is ri ght, and raise our hands and voices

against what is wrong and destructive. We help folks to rebuild their lives and heal when they

have had to endure disaster or hardship. Resurrection i s real. We know it because we have

assisted others to experience it.

In fact, if Jesus is not risen in our hearts, then we can legitimately say that he has not been raised
at al ! |l f God is alive (God is), i f Jesusarwas eG
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(we are), then r esurrection is real. Jesus is living and breathing 0 and marching and mentoring
and ministering & through us!

That ds a big da&mpoarsidmdditryg privilege. We are
says (see Il Corinthians 5:20). We are representa  tives of something and someone who is

greater than we are! Resurrection is real. Yes, it might seem foolish to some 0 but to us who
are being made whole through Godds | ove and gr ¢
May you and | experience it this Easte  r. Resurrectionisreal 8 and so are we.

P

Dr.B

SESSIONNEWS

At its January and February meetings, Session:

1 Heard a report from the Pastor about building and broadening a sense of community and
friendships with the L  lamada Final congregation, including another wonderful potluck dinner in

January.
1 Approved spending $10,000 from SAIL Funds to the Presbytery of Santa Barbra for Presbytery
Disaster Response Task Force to be put toward recovery responses for the Montecit 0 Mudslide.

T Approved SAIL Team hosting a oOHoneysuckl e Possums
from 3:00 0 5:00PM in the Sanctuary, benefiting the Unity Shoppe disaster relief fund.

1 Heard reports from the CBT team about new landscaping being insta lled near the Preschool and
plans for forming a Memorial Garden subcommittee.

1 InJanuary, Session reviewed the financial report from the Treasurer on the 2017 year -end financial
position. 2017 Total Operating Income - $332,530, Total Operating Expenses - $357,934, Net

Operating Deficit - $25,404. At the February meeting, Session reviewed the financial reports for
2018 to date.
1 Approved a Cents-Abilty 6pr oposal from the Childrends Ministr
children, youth and adults. 0 Ce rADily 6 benefits the PC(USA) Hunger
9 Elected all ruling elders serving on Session in 2018 and Ruling Elders Linda Sorensen, Rachel
Tobler, Paul Davidson, Berna Sutter and Lindy Moore as commissioners to the Presbytery meetings
in 2018.
1 Approved a standin g order that the Sacrament of Holy Communion be celebrated on the first
Sunday of each month in 2018, with the exception of March (Communion on March 11 instead of
March 4). Also approved communion for the Maundy Thursday service.
1 Congregation Statistical Summary for 2017: St. Andrewds began
members. Additions d New Members: 9. Subtractions 9 Deaths: 6. Therefore, as of December
31, 2017, we had 219 active members. Net gain = 3.
1T Approved the Pastords 20 18ng,%tady betivie SaheduleS éortme dohowiRgl a n n
dates: Vacation: February 26 0 March 4; June 18 & 24; October 21; October 29 & November 4;
November 25; December 26 ~ d January 2. Study Leave: June 25 0 July 1; September 17 0 23.
Sermon Planning: July2 0 8.
1 Set the date of May 20, 2018, 10:30AM in the Sanctuary for a Congregational Meeting for the
purpose of election of church officers.




The Lighthouse page3

Our Mission Statement
We worship Jesus Christ together consistent with Reformed/Presbyterian tradition, while:

xLearning Godds Word and spreading the Gos
x  Supporting each member of our Church family

x Caring for others through mission and service through out our community and the
world

x  Openly affirming all forms of diversity in leadership, worship and ministry

Our Vision Statement

As God calls us and equips us by the Holy Spirit, we strive to:

x Be a loving, connected family -in-faith of all ages

x AffrmChri st 6s teaching as the source of spir
x Grow in discipleship, leadership and service

x Share the joy of Godds |l ove with all

2018 Holy Week Services at St . An

PALM SUNDAY MAUNDY EASTER SUNDAY
March 25 THURSDAY WORSHIP SERVICE
Service with :
, April 1, 9:30am
9:30am Communion P
worship service Celebration oFo q | s ’f
SPal ms D of the Last Supper Resurrection ! 0

Pal ms LU

Thursday, March 29
6:30pm
at St. An
St. Andrew
will be performing

\

o~
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Russian Language School every

Saturday in Morgan Hall from
9:00am to 12:00 noon.

Chaperones are needed e ach
week . Sign up after service or
contact Linda Sorensen.

NOVEL BOOK GROUP FOR
MARCH/APRIL

Saturday, March 10 - Finding Gobi: A Little Dog
with a Very Big Heart by Deon Leonard.

Saturday, April 14 17 The Unlikely Pilgrimage of
Harold Fry by Rachel Joyce.

MARCH BIRTHDAYS

01 ¢ Shannon Thoits
02 ¢ William Spencer
06 ¢ Bob $apiro

09 ¢ Hayden Shinn

11 ¢ Pamela Polan

12 ¢ Mary PadderRubin
12 ¢ Dave Russo

18 ¢ Janice Leutheuser
19 ¢ Tom Brashears

20 ¢ Lisa DeBoer

21 ¢ Barbara Eschbach
22 ¢ Tara Woodard

23 ¢ Barbara GaugheMuller

-

23 ¢ Ruth Anne Tapper
24¢ Susan Arnold

27 ¢ Hannah Sommers
28 ¢ LaurenLeutheuser
29 ¢ Harriette Azlein

05 ¢ Elaine Grimmessey
06 ¢ James Kirk

08 ¢ Maria Barrows

12 ¢ Donald Clotworthy
12¢ Linda Sorensen

13 ¢ Michael Malengo
14 ¢ Berna Sutter

17 ¢ Chris Hoeckley
18 ¢ Marie Henderson
18 ¢ Renee McPherson
22 ¢ Lindsay Woodard

28 ¢ Stan Jeffries
29- Coralie Mann

INQUIRERS/ NEW MEMBER CLASS
March 17
9:00am & 2:00pm
Library

Contact Pastor Brett Becker or Sandy
Thoits for more information.

All meetings are at 10am in the Vos Room. New

members welcomel!
%

2018 Preshytery Meetings <" TAy

< W ©

¢ ——

(Ug A

Saturday, May 18 Paso Robles
Sdurday, September 22Moorpark =
Tuesday, November 1%oleta

PER CAPITA. PER CAPITA
APPORTIONMENT

For 2018, per capitais $10.58 per
member to support the efforts of

the PC(USA) and the Synod of

Southern California a nd Hawaii.
Payment of the per capita by church
members helps St. /
the Church Operating Budget down.

You may wuse your bl
pledge envelope. Please make your

check payable to St
mar k it oOper capite

envelop es may be placed in the
offering plate or sent to the church
office.
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ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHAR ING 9 oThis is Church 6

Have you ever taught a child to fold their fing
the church, here is the steeple, open the door g
teach children, and adults, too, that the church is not the building 0 the steeples, windows, or
structure, but people gathering to worship God.

Thereds something else in the childrends rhyme.
the people, they move their fingers back and forth, often as fast as they can. This simple move
reminds us that the church is the energy and actions that share the love of Christ.

When a disaster strikes, people give, volunteer, and pray so that those impacted receive
help and hope, this is church

When poverty and violence cause hunger and people join together to respond to the
need and address its root causes,  this is church

When injustice falls on those who are vulnerable , and people join hands with one

another and lift their voices against the interest of po wer, this is church

The church is the Holy Spiritds transforming p
compassion, justice, love, and peace of Christ. Presbyterians join the movement of the Spirit

into every corner of the Earth  d and in this season, through our church wide  One Great Hour of
Sharing .

We share d and church happens with women who were once trafficked for domestic
labor and now own their own cooperative business.

We share d and church happens with people through land rights training and
improvements to farming methods.

We share d and church happens with those whose homes have been washed away by
flood, as the arms of comfort wrap around them, and hands pick up shovels to assist.

The church is happening right now, all around us 0 becausewe share Christodos |
give generously on Easter Sunday, April 1.

Serving meals at
Transition House with
JOY the third Friday of

each month!

Thanks Diane, Tom,
Susan and Lydia for
February service.
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POTLUCKWITHL LAMADA FINAL

] Joel21

Kids enjoying craft time!
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SAIL TEAM

e

N EWS FIRST A\D

Adult CPR/AED and Basic First Aid Course

This comprehensive course trains individuals to prepare for and respond to cardiac ar  rest
emergencies. Participants will learn and practice Adult CPR, rescue breathing, choking

rescue, and use of an automated external defibrillator (AED) . Course is 2 hours and
Certification is valid for 2 years

Basic First Aid  (Includes Digital Student Gui de & Certification Card)

Course Topics:

Emergency First Aid Care, Recognizing an Emergency, Deciding to Help, Personal

Safety, Using Barriers, Assessing for Response, Mechanism for Spinal Injury,  Activating
Emergency Medical Services, Control of Bleeding, Managing Shock, Choking, Ongoing
Assessment, Warning Signs of Serious lliness, Altered Level of Responsiveness, Pain, Severe
Pressure, or Discomfort in Chest,  Breathing Difficulty, Shortness of Breath, Severe
Abdominal Pain, Mechanism for Significant Injur y, Swollen, Painful, Deformed Limb,  Specific
First Aid Problems, Moving Patients, Emotional Impact of Providing First Aid Care

All Certifications are valid for 2 years!

Our Certification class is being held at:
St. Andrew 86 s Pr e s b ghurelr (inaviorgan Hall)
Monday, March 12 (5:00 pm - 8:00 pm)
AND
Monday, March 19 (5:00 pm - 8:00 pm)
You must attend both sessions to become certified.

Class size is limited and Pre - Registration is required . No fee.

REGISTER BY CLICKING HERE

Please register by March 9
Saving A Life is Heart Work!
Justin Haagen
Owner/Instructor

805-705-9222

Any questions, please contact Linda Sorensen



https://cprtrainingsb.enrollware.com/enroll?id=2108328
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MONTECITO MUDSLIDE RECOVERY FUNDRAISER
Saturday, April 21 , 3:00pm -5:00pm

St . Andr ewods

Bluegrass band, Honeysuckle
Possums, will perform in the
Sanctuary. There will be a
freewill donation, and proceeds
will go to the Unity Shoppe for
disaster recovery .

From the Nominating Team |
. BEveryone can be

As followers of Christ, we belie  ve that God has given each of us great, ;
unique gifts and talents so that we may serve others and the church. Poecause everyori’
By giving of ourselves and serving together in ministry we become
the body of Jesus Chiaeachisgivemthet he wotj
manifestation ofthe Spiri t f or the common good. &
1 Corinthians 12: 7

The St. Andrewds Nominating Team seeks to disco"
community to serve in ways that they like and where they make a difference in the lives of

others. Finding what you lovetod o is a key to revealing your gifts and talents. Part of this

process includes discovering who may be called to use the Gifts of the Spirit to serve as ruling

el ders, deacons, church officers, on committees,
your passions and gifts for serving o from teaching children, to visiting those in need, to

mowing the lawn, to  -- name yours! No obligation required, just an openness to seek the calling

of the Spirit and Godds gifts and work in our |

If you would like to be contacted by a Nominating Team member, or to suggest someone else
for consideration for service, please contact Don Vickers, Chair

2018 St. Andr ew6ds NbomVigkast(Chairy Didna lbee(Vice -Chair), Berna Sutter
(Deacono6s r e pschbach (Btdardge)aDiame Wiesenburger (At large)
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BAKERS NEEDED

As a way to support our preschool's
50th birthday and annual Family
Festival, the congregation's BAKERS are
invited to create pies, cupcakes, cakes
and goodies for the Family Festival Bake
Sale. This, in  addition to  your
attendance at the event, purchasing a
lunch, buying someone else's yummy
baked creation, etc. can provide much
needed fundraising for continuing the

ST. ANDREWS PRESCHOOL

FAMILY FESTIVAL

ANNUAL FUNDRAISER

SATURDAY MARCH 10TH excellent program provided by our

11:00AM - 2:00PM CELEBRATING 50™ Preschool. You can drop off baked

ST. ANDREWS PRESCHOOL BIRTHDAY: . . th

4575 AUHAY DRIVE : goods on Friday morning, March 9" or

BounceHou.se‘,Cames,BakeSale, SilentAuctiéﬁ, between 9 :Ooam 61000 am on Saturday ’
Petting Zoo 11-12:30 & Bubble Show @ 1pm MarCh 10th

Kona Shaved Ice Truck 11:15 @
icE

BBQNoon-1:00pm Sponsored: @ Kiwanis

INFORMATION CONTACT: CINDY @ 805-964-6114

PRESCHOOL CORNER

We are in full swing preparing for our annual fundraiser! Our Family Festival will
be held on Saturday, March 10", from 11am to 2pm. We will have games, BBQ
by the Kiwanis, and silent auction at the event. Fun has been had by all in the
years past, and we invite you to join us! Tickets will be available at the door for
the Festival, or you can call us at the school at 964-6114. The adult chicken
BBQ meal as well as the adult hamburger BBQ meal will be $11. The child hot
dog meal will be $5. Come celebrate our 50" year with us! We will have a
petting zoo from 11:00am i 12:30pm, and a Bubble Show at 1:00pm. Hope to
see you there! Cindy Oliver, Director
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ADULT ED NEWS

On March 11 , we will begin a new Series titled = THE CHALLENGE OF PAUL .
Paul iI's one of Christianityds most i mpactful, ye
CHALLENGE OF hrPDPolibic @osshrogives us the benefit of his lifelong search for the
Paul of history to create a new understanding that sheds new light on Paul and why he is more
relevant than ever today. The dates are: March 11, 18, April 8, 22, 29, May 6, 20, 29
Crossan brings Paul oal i ved wi ttyle. Ihiths provocativei sereg, i\
Crossan confronts our traditional understanding about Paul that seems to support anti -
homosexuality, slavery, patriarchy, and the subjugation of women. The Challenge of Paul:

Vol ume 106s title i s 0P athelProl8guelplisddestaresand cont ai ns
1) In Search of the Historical Paul; 15
2) How to Read a Pauline Letter; 'y.
3) The Romanization of a Radical; .f. ?‘ J:-e’? “* -
4) Jewish Covenant vs Roman Empire. __ - / --
JOHN m;).\y\'lc CROSSAN

This video and discussi on series includes 4

‘4 ——
volumes of 4 classes each. The second . THE C H AL[E NG E

vol umeds title is
is produced by the D. L. Dykes, Jr.

(https://www.faithandreason.org ). l AU L

Foundation

ST. PATRI CKOBEREEMOVIDNIGHT

May the Irish hills caress you.
May her lakes and rivers bless you.
May the luck of the Irish enfold you.
May the blessings of Saint Patrick behold you

Sunday, March 18, 5:00pm & 7:00pm
All of St. Andrew & is invited to celebrate St. Patr ick!

Get together with the youth of the church for corned beef, cabbage and potatoes.
Wear green or orange as your Irish or Scottish heritage dictates.
We will show The Secret of Roan Inish , a movie set in Ireland about magic and loss and hope.
Sign-ups wi Il be taken after church  starting on March 4.
Hosted by PYF. A $3 donation is requested, but not required.


https://www.faithandreason.org/
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Meditation for MARCH/APRIL

MAKE ME AN INSTRUMENT OF YOUR PEACE TODAYLORD.

Too often rather than offering peace, | offer my own fatigue,

frustration, negative comments. Instead, there where is suffering, help
me to show compassion; where there is anger, restrain; where there is
fatigue, the gift of rest in the way of a h ome -cooked meal, a helpful
conversation with a weary friend, a smile to a cranky child on the bus.
Most of all, help me to extend love, to my family, my friends, my
neighbors, strangers | meet on my commute.

For only in that love is there true peace offer ed.
Amen.
By Karen Baltzer

From: NEW MERCIESS A Guideposts Prayer Companion

CHURCH WOMEN UNITED PW ALL-CHURCH

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER Spring Brunch
March 9, 10:30am Sunday, April 15
First Presbyterian Church 11:00am
in the Ch apel

21 E. Con stance Ave.

-
X

Bring a sack lunch
“((

Dessert & drinks provided

> \/‘

Info: call 563 -8988 or 964 -4895 -t @







