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My dear friends in Christ, 
 
One of the great privileges you afford 
me each year is the chance to get away 
for study leave and sermon planning.  I 
consider the two weeks of retreat to be 
a gift to the whole congregation, as I am 
able to read, study, strategize, pray, and plan for the 
upcoming year.  This summer my time has been 
especialy fruitful as I have engaged a number of good 
writers and formulated a year-long schedule of sermons.  
A few of the helpful books (in case you have a hankering 
to read along!) have been the following: 

- The First Paul:  Reclaiming the Radical Visionary 
Behind the Church’s Conservative Icon by Marcus 
Borg and John Dominic Crossan.  (I was directed 
to this book by Dr. Tom Weisenburger and I 
recommend it for its depth of scholarship and 
insight.) 

- Pastoral Work:  Engagements with the Vision of 
Eugene Peterson, ed. by Jason Byassee and     
L. Roger Owens.  (Many of you are familiar with 
Eugene Peterson as the author of the biblical 
paraphrase, The Message, from which he has 
gained stature.) 

- Ask the Beasts:  Darwin and the God of Love by 
Elizabeth A. Johnson.   (Inspired by the book of 
Job, this is a fine treatise examining evolution in 
the hands of the Creator God.  The Origin of 
Species is quoted extensively, as is Holy 
Scripture, and the case is made for the 
sovereignty of God behind it all.) 

- Redeeming Our Sacred Story:  The Death of 
Jesus and Relations Between Jews and 
Christians by Mary C. Boys.  (This was a heavy 
read but easily the most insightful book I have 
encountered in a long while, providing perspective 
on Nazi Germany, Christian History, and the 
Church’s present-day relationship with our Jewish 
sisters and brothers.) 

 

- The Bully Pulpit:  Theodore Roosevelt, 
William Howard Taft, and the Golden Age of 
Journalism by Doris Kearns Goodwin.  (Every 
summer I read at least one book off the 
beaten theological path.  This summer I read 
several, and this was the best of the bunch, a 
900-page tome that explores the unique 
relationship that had an historical impact on 
our nation.) 

Of course the Bible took its place alongside all of 
these readings, leading to a schedule of sermons 
that will examine a myriad of topics and concerns 
over the next calendar year, including a number of 
focused series: 

In the Fall:   “Reconsidering Paul” (From Galatians 
 and the book of Acts) 

In the Winter: “Seven Words from the Savior” 
 Not the seven last words of Christ, 
 but seven equally important phrases 
 from his life and ministry) 

During Lent: “A Handful of Lenten Disciplines” 
 (including “The Practice of Spiritual 
 Reading” and “The Refreshment of 
 Solitude”) 

Leading into summer: “Love Letter to the Church” 
 (a celebration of I John) 

As we consider the gospel, we are transformed by it 
and equipped for ministry in our community.  Thank 
you again, my friends, for the opportunity to be your 
pastor in worship, study, service and ministry.  I look 
forward to a church year full of growth and fellowship 
– and continued ministry in partnership with you. 

Your brother in Christ, 

 

 

 

Dr. B 
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Saturday August 9th 
10:00AM – 2:00PM  

 
Bring your own lunch, beach chairs and sports equipment 

 
Beverages provided by PYF  

 
Near the beach volleyball courts, at the end of Linden 

 
Directions:  Take 101 south, exit Linden, drive to the end of Linden at the beach, 

park in the lot or on the street 
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Register online at sbmissionconference.org,2  or pick up a 
registration form in St. Andrew’s Church narthex. 
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St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church  
4575 Auhay Dr. 
Santa Barbara, CA 93110 

 

St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church 

Dr. Brett Becker, Pastor 

4575 Auhay Drive 

Santa Barbara, CA 93110 

Phone:  805-967-6327 

Fax: 805-967-9530 

Web: www.standrewspcusa.org  

Facebook:  
www.facebook.com/standrewssb  

 


