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From the desk o f Rev. Suzanne Malloy  

and comfortable in knowing that I am embraced in this  church family that is truly caring and sharing.  

Contemporary theologian Richard Rohr describes òin betwe enó as òliminal space,ó a place of transition, 

waiting and not k nowing;  

 

 òéa unique  spirit ual  position  where  human  beings  hate  to  be but  where  the  biblical  God is always  

leading  them.  It  is when  you  have left  the  tried  and  true  but  have not  yet  been able  to  replace  it  with  

anything  else.  It  is when  you  are finally  out  of  the  way.  It  is when  you  are between  your  old  comfort  zone  

and  any possi ble  new answer.  If  you  are not  trained  in  how  to  hold  anxiety,  how  to  live  with  ambiguity,  

how  to  entrust  and wait,  you  will  run.. .ó  

 

I will  go  a step  further  and  say that  òin betweenó is holy  ground:  it  is a space in  which  we can 

momentarily  pause  to  receive  Godõs embrace  of  unconditional  love.  I certainly  feel  Godõs embrace  in  our  

friendships,  our  shared  comp assion,  our  mutual  confessions  and  our  collective  worship.   

 

The prophet  Isaiah  (43:18 - 19)  exhorts  us:  

 

 òDo not remember the former things  or consider the things of old. нI am about to do a new thing; н 

now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.ó н 

 

With so many neighbors and fri ends close by, St. Andrewõs is nowhere near the wilderness, and nor a re 

we parched  in spirit . Yet, we are finding Godõs spiritual refreshment and guidance with each step. G od 

assures us that no matter our circumstance, we are in a place of dynamic transformation!  For Godõs 

guidance  has been front - and - center with  our  transitional past or search committee, which has worked  

diligently to find the person to walk alongside  us. I am confident  that in the near future  this newsletter 

will be updated with the nam e of our new transitional pastor . 

 

 

 

During a conversation the other day, I lightheartedly refer red  to myself as the 

òTweeneró: serving St. Andrewõs òin betweenó our previous  pastor  and our incoming 

interim  pastor . Thereõs something that has been  both unsettli ng and c omfortable in 

this òin betweenó space:  unsettling in that Iõve faced unknowns and new chall enges, 
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This time has been challenging, rewa rding and filled with grace. I wouldnõt change places with anyone 

and am grateful to this community fo r trusting and depending on  Rev. Judith Muller and me  to provide 

continuity. I am ever grateful to Judith, whose pastoral care extended to members, famili es and fri ends in 

hospital s, nursing facilities  and homes. I am especially grateful for her skillful m oderating of Session 

meetings.  

 

Certainly, I couldnõt have navigated  all the administrative prep arations without the assistance of Sandy 

Thoits, Scott Esc hbach, and  Nancy Boger. Pianist Chris Davis and Choir Director Evan Schindler 

acquiesced , with grace and professionalism,  to my many su ggestions for new hymns and adjustments  in 

worship . I  must  include  our ushers, our liturgists, and our many team  members who have attended to 

daily operations and worship service  necessities with creativity and energy. I might as well list the entire 

church!  

St. Andrewõs has chosen to move forward in this time of transition with professed faith, anticipatory hope 

and sustain ing love , in the promise that our Jesus òis the same yesterday and today and forever.ó 

(Hebrews 13:8)  

 

God bless you all with the grace and peace of our living Christ,  

 

Rev. Suzanne  

 

2019 Presbytery Meetings:  

Saturday,  February 9 - Moorpark  

Saturday,  May 18 ð Pismo Beach 

Saturday,  September 21 - Summerland  

Tuesday,  November 12 ð to be determined  

 
 

 
 

 



The Lighthouse             page 3 

 

Our Mission Sta tement  

We worship Jesus Christ together consistent with Reformed/Presbyterian tradition, while:  

× Learning  Godõs Word an d spreading the Gospel  

× Supporting each member of our C hur ch family  

× Caring for others through mission  and service throughou t our community and the world  

× Openly affirming all forms of diversity in leadership, worship and ministry  

 

Our Vision St atemen t  

As God calls us and equips us by the Holy Spirit, we strive to:  

× Be a loving, connected family -in -faith of all ages  

× Aff irm Chris tõs teaching as the source of spiritual nourishment  

× Grow in discipleship, leadership and service  

× Share the joy of Godõs love wi th all  

 

 

SESSION NEWS 
News fr om Session Meetin gs on Nov ember 13 and Decem ber 18 : 

 November 13  

¶ Session reviewed plans for the Memorial Garden and approved going forward with installation, 

funding from the CBT funds  (up to $27,000 ). 

¶ Reviewed the  dr aft 2019 Budget an d Financial Statements for the year, t hrough Oc tober.  

¶ Set the dat e of the Annual Meeting of the Congregation for Sunday, January 27 , at 10:30AM in 

the Sanctuary. Purposes: Annual Reports received, 2019 Budget presented, Status Report o n 

pastor search.  

¶ Discussed including Session members for pa rticipati on in e xtended Com munion to home -

bound members and those in care homes.  

¶ Approved adding Dottie Nelson as a member of the Finance Committee . 

¶ Heard a status report from the Interim Pastor Se arch Committee.  

¶ Heard  a report from the November 13 Presbyt ery Meeti ng.  

¶ Approved proce eding with installation of a security camera outside the office entrance.  

 

December 18  

¶ Session heard a report from Carol Lefley, Deaconsõ Moderator, about plans for the Chris tmas 

Eve reception and òcookie baking partyó to make and supply c ookies for the re ception.  

¶ Received reports from Rev. Suzanne Malloy and Rev. Judith Muller on their pastoral, church and 

community activities as Bridging Pastors.  

¶ Reviewed the 2018 Financi al Statements throu gh November 30 and approved the 2019 Bud get.  

¶ Heard a report about the results of the òPick a Percentageó Stewardship program, with currently 

64 pledges received for a total pledged amount of $201,056.  Thank you to Carole Shapiro for 

her  excellent leadersh ip of this yearõs Stewardship program . 

¶ Heard a re port from the Int erim Pastor Search Committee and status of candidate interviews 

and consideration.  

¶ Discussed ideas looking ahead for the Mission Study process, during the interim period.  

Sandy Thoits, Cle rk of Session  
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Session News  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

  

Presbyterian Women õs Christmas Tea  

December 2, 2018 
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ANNUAL 

REPORTS ARE 

DUE BY 

TUESDAY, 

JANUARY 8
th

  

St. Andrew õs Mission Committee made a 

contr ibu tion t o Front Porch at Cal Poly San 

Luis Obispo. This is  the repl y we received 

from them:  òSt. Andrews, Thank you so  

incredibly much for suppor ting F ront Porch 

with such a generous dona t ion!!  On behalf o f 

the Front P orch Staff (and the hundreds of 

stude nts  who frequent this place every day), 

we truly cannot tha nk you en ough. Nearly 

every day, I hear sto ries of how this p lace has 

impacted them by the way it is welcoming  

and underst anding  to all  people.  I actually 

just had a  ònon-religi ousó person tell me tha t 

tod ay. Anyways, know that your support has 

an eternal impact; t his place has changed my 

life forever. God bless you, Annalisa and the 

Front Porch Staff ó. 

A BIG THANK YOU  FROM H.O.T.  

 

The Hospitality and Outreach Team  would like to say a big t hank y ou to everyone in the 

congregation for your continuous support  of  the Sunday coffee hour. Many of you have stepped 

up to help with  set up and clean up. If you are washing and drying dishes or putting tables and 

chairs w ay, you are appreciated ! Many h ands m ake light work.  

 

The cons tant flow of dollar bills into our do nat ion j ar assures that we will have the funds to 

purchase supplies.  And I love to say, "God does provide," because so many of you bring in 

goodies to share.  If it is sweets you have left -over f rom a gathering at your home, to o much of a 

good thing for you r h ouseh old, or you see something at the store  and just wan t to shar e it with 

coffee hour  - we love receiving these offerings ! It makes the table different ev ery Sunday. You 

never know wha t  you will find. Your garden gifts of extra fruit are always welcome , t oo!  

 

This Sunday morning fellowship time is important  and beneficial to our congregation.   

 

See you Sunday morning in Morgan Hall,  

Rita Hardin  and Dana Monk  
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 
01 ς Hank Wunsch 
02 ς Edie Wells 
03 ς Ann Thompson 
07 ς Lee Thompson 
09 ς Freddie Villa 
11 ς Lydia Swanson 
19 ς Doris Caswell 
21-   Patrick Knauss 
22 ς Carole Shapiro 
26 ς Betty Brooks 
27 ς Gloria Wise 
30 ς Greg Siadal 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 

 
02 ς Chase Grier 
03 ς Diane Weisenburger 
07 ς Anne Wunsch 
07 ς Susan Zink 
10 ς Amy Lefley 
14 ς Bob Miesbauer 
17 ς Nancy Russo 
20 ς Nancy Boger      26 ς Ed Thoits 
21 ς Fritz Leutheuser      27 ς Don Vickers 
21 ς Nevin Chamberlain      29 ς Joan Bohn 
24 ς Evan Shinn       31 ς Joan Oakley 
21 ς Zac Hertig 
 

 

 

NOVEL BOOK GROUP FOR 

JANUARY/ FEBRUARY 

 

The next Book Club date is Saturday, Jan uary 

12, at 10am in the Vos room. The book will 

be: Once Upon a Town  by Bob Greene. Carole 

Shapiro will lead the discussion. All are 

welcome!  

The February book has yet to be chosen.  

 

 

 

MEMORIAL GARDEN AT ST. ANDREWõS 

If you are wondering about all the work happening between the Sanctuary and Morgan Hall,  it is 

for the new St. Andrewõs Memorial Garden. The CBT and our Lan dscape Architect, Natira Jones, 

have been meeting with the Memorial Garden Subcommittee and then taken the plans to Session 

for final approval. This area will have a patio that will a llow folks to walk on it whether you have 

a wheelchair or a cane  or a wal ker. There will  be benches to sit on and you will be able to look 

out at the wonderful view God has provided from this area. We hope that you are able to enjoy 

the peace and tranquil ity t hat we are hoping we have provided.  

CBT ð Merlyn Cummings, Linda Gun ther, Jeff Nelson  
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Transition House Dinner Novemb er 16  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for serving!  

Ralph & Patty Enger, John & Ariel Bowers,  Mary & Jim Gilm our  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meditation for  

 JANUARY/ FEBRUARY 

I walk this path of life thr ough all of its twists and 

turns,  

God before  me and behind me,  

Chri st beside on left and right,  

Spirit deep within.  

Let me not hurry and move ahead of you ,  

Let me not worry and move without you,  

Let me not give up and  move  away from you,  

May I hold firm  to the hope to which you call me.  

 

Author U nknown  

 

201 9 òPICK A 

PERCENTAGEó 

COMMITMENT 

PLEDGE CARDS 

are s ti ll being received.  

 Please place them i n 

the Sund ay morning 

offering plate or mail 

them to the church 

office.  
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Nativit y Sunday  

December 16  

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to all who participated and 

helped set up for our beautiful Nativity 

Sund ay! You are appr eciated! !! 


